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Disclaimer: 

This is a FANZINE, and should be viewed accordingly!! 

The opinions expressed in these bits of paper have been developed through years of watching, 
reading, playing , thinking, sleeping and generally living soccer since Oz last qualified for the 
World Cup finals. Therefore, no offense or offence is intended and none should be taken. 
Read, digest, and get in touch, 
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Where? When? 


EVERY year eyebrows are giveh d good workout when- Soccer Australia releases their fixtur 
schedulg for the upcoming season. And every year fans are pissed off when the governing, bod 
decides to change kick-otf times and dates when it is pointed out to thent that umpteen factor 
weren't taken into consideration when the clubs nodded approvingly at the final draft, 

Of course, the 98/99 version of the fixture farce was always going to contain a couple of extr 
wild cards, namély the bye ahd the ABC. But SocAus still seth intent on slashing their own (an: 
the clubs’) wrists at tintes. 


Take round 9 for example. The ABC decides that the Marconi v Sydney Olympie clash i 
deserving of Match of the Day status, and thus the match |s transferred to the Sunday Spn 
timeslot, Which is fine, except it clashes with the kick-off time of the Sydiey Utd v Northen 
Spirit match scheduled a shott few kilometres up the road. 

The solution? Move the $U v NS kick-off forward to 3}. Now you've got fout séts of fan 
upset... 


Don't think for one minute that this will the last problem faced by SocAus this season, Th 
following week saw NO games played in Sydney at all, (there had been none in Melbourne ii 
round 4) while Carlton and the Melbourne Knights (who hosted South Melbourne) both kicked of 
their niatohes at the sdm¢ time, Round 21 sees an even more ridiculous situation, With Carlton 
South Melbourne and the Melbourne Knights all playing at home at the same time, and bil agains 
attractive bpposition. 


One also wonders what Carlton makes of the fact they are the only club to face two dway matche 
(in three days!) ovet the Australia Day weekend. And in Wollongong und Adelaide as well... 


It was somewhat poignant that the AFL released their draw (well, pfogram actually) for the 199 
scuson while all this finger pointing was going on. Granted, it contains a marked number c 
inconsistenci¢s duc to the number of teams in the competition, but ut least the majority of AFI 
clubs AND their fais are happy with the hand they are dealt. 

We wish we could say the sante. 


Who? How? Why? 


The sotry tight of Mark Viduka revealing his torment to Les Murray on SBS' World Sports should hav 
opened the eybs df every yoling player with dreams of heading overseas to (hopfully) fame dnd fortuna. 


From the time Viduka impressed the Celtic crew with his porformancos against thom in a European Cu 
preliminary round match earlier this season, his every movo in Croatia was monitored by a suddenly host! 
media and public. 





It if néver eaby for fans to hecept that one of their idols is loaving another club, That is why many player 

{0 wait until the off-seasbn to organise transfers, a pollcy which allows them to concentrate on th 
hand, to aésist their current employer to win as many matthes at possible. But when a player ha 
already committed himself to a new club, his current employers (and their farts) Will naturally accuse th 
player of nét trying, looking aftet himséif, looking forward to the end of the season atc. 





They aro, in a sense, perfectly understandable reactions from club officials looking for a scapegdat, am 
for fans who have given their time (and more) to the love of their life. 


In Zagreb, however, it Seems the taunts reached sinister levels, and Viduka has cried foul. It sedms th 
Croatian fans, like a grumpy stallion, will happily carry their heroes on thelr shoulders until the 
itchy febt, at which point the heto gets chucked off and kicked from the arena. 





it will be interesting to see how long it takes for Mark Viduka to get back on thé horse. 


Ph 


Facing that scenario, Studs Up (like most other soccer fans, we expect) waited for 
2002 - The Route We Deserved. Soccer Australia,to. come out-in-full support of the AFC's proposals. And we 
waitdd. And Wwe waited. 


At the exact moment Sandor Puhl blew the final whistle on Australia's World Cup ‘And then we Happehed to run into a well respected Journalist who works for a 


'98 hopes, the likelihood of Oceania receiving a ditect qualification spot for the 


2002 finals evaporated into thé Melbourne night. Indeed, had Australia reached well respected agency. And hé informed SU that when he had iets SooAus 
France and lived up to the hopes of their expectant fans by reaching the second lobkihg for a tomnmient, he was advised that SocAus didn't have one! _ h 
round, it would have almést guaranteed Oceania an automatic spot In the 2002 This has to rate as one of the most disgraceful 'no comment's of dll time. Pity 
finals. Which, in turn, would have posed an even bigger headache for FIFA when ydu ¢ari't Book gomedne fot NOT opening their mouth... 

the honchos sat dowh to distribute the allocation for placings for 2002, But that's 

another story. 


World Cup records against teams from another confederation 1982-1998 


It was always going to be tricky, right from the time Havelangé got bulldozed into P Ww D 7 GF GA 


tubber-stamping the decision to award Japan and South Korea joint hosting rights. 


Given Asia's appalling record at the finals, it was difficult enough Increasing Asia's South America 6 6370 ID 
entitlement by an extra half a place. Naturally, the Asians were horrified by the Europe 145 73 41 33-248 137 

thought that only two qualifying places would be available for the rest of the Africa 47 ll 14 22 47 16 

confederation. And there was simply no way that the AFC would risk one of those CONCACAF 39 9 9 21 34 66 

places being ‘stolen’ by the winner of the Oceania group, Indeed the Asians felt so 6 3 37 3 6 28 28 81 

aggrieved at receiving only four qualifying places in total, an emergency meeting Asia/Oceania 

was immediately sthéduled to discuss the situation. Amongst the most outrageous 

reactions was that of thé presidént of the Asian Olympic Committee, Sheikh Ahmad Recént allocations 

al-Fahad, who called for the Asian nations to boycott the 2002 finals. 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002" 
This reactioh ¢aused @ few smirks in high placés for two reasons. Firstly, the Euro} 43+H 12.5+W 13+ 12+W 15+tH = 14+W 

Asians have hardly set the world on fire since the World Cup Finals were expanded South America 3+W 4 25W 35 4w 45 

beyorid 16 teams, winning only three of thirty-seven WC finals matches. Secondly, Africa 2 2 2 3 4 5 

his outburst came at a time when the International Olympic Committee was facing CONCACAF 2 24H 2 2.25 3 3 

a bdrtage of questiohs over bribés to |OC members. Not surprisihgly, the AFC % 2 2 3 3 4 

were quick to distance themselves from the Sheikh's comments, Politics is an Asia 2 5 05 

interesting sport sdmetimes... Oceania 05 0.5 0.25 0. f 

Total 24 24 24 24 32 32 


When the initial announcement regarding the allocations was made, SU must 
admit to feeling a slight sense of nausea. Despite excellent results in under-age © ~—Qceania/Asia combined in round robin format. 
tournaments we still have real trouble when it comes to beating Sduth American ‘site — a 
sides. That is ndét to say Australia couldn't qualify. Would getting a draw in * 
Asuncion be any tougher than Tehran? 
At least the Oceania winner won't have to play teams from two confederations (a 
la '93) in an effort to qualify for the finals, But the logic in reducing CONMEBOL's 
allocation from five places to four and a half has escaped us. Surely the 
performances of Paraguay and Chile demanded that the South Americans at least 
retained their previous allocation? Er, not so, decided FIFA, ensuring Australia 
may Nave 4 far more difficult task in qualifying than first envisaged. 














Africa had been promised five places quite a few blue moons ago and FIFA faced a 6 
major backlash from CONCACAF had their quota of three been reduced, Europe 
had already given up a place (to Africa) so FIFA's options were limited from the 


beginning. So unfortunate, then, that Officials from this part of the world couldn't A very merry christt \as and a safe and happy new year 
get to the cortidors of power and lobby themselves to death to all our readers from the staff and crew here at 
The guts of it all appeared to be that the AFC wants to replace CONMEBOL as "Studs Up". 


the confederation to provide opposition for the Oceania winner. Which will no 
doubt bring a heated response from CONMEBOL, and the argument will escalate 
until a final decision is taken, perhaps as late as February next year. 





ah 


1998 - (Yet) Another Year To Forget 


In yedts to cofid 1998'will be Sderras the year when Austratian soccer almost died. 
The rollér-codster tide of the Hill years was over, the federdtion was broke, we.had 
no natiohal cdadh, and We suffered a string of humiliating Idsses, As a result, the 
Sotcdrobs have nd niajor international event to look forwarti to dver the next twelve 
months. It seenis $omeWhat pointless talking about tHe Allécdtidn of World Cup 
plates when it comes to revidwing thé activities of the Socderoos oVet the past 
twdlvé months, 

1998 Was déstined to be & Wastard of a year after the events of Novémbet 29 last 
year, but somehow we thahaged to keep our chin up and get back In the ring. 
And we even lodkdd likd we Were on the road to recovery until we wete silly enough 
to stidk our cHin out once tbo often and the Kiwis proved we still have a glass jaw to 
matcH olir gd. Suddenly thé Confederations Cup was all but a drearh again and, a 
meaningless fridndly aghinst the US on a potato patcli notwitlistanding, the 
Soccéroos were put ih mothballs until June next year. 


Once again the challenge of getting Australia's best eleven in the same place at 
the sdme time proved insurmountable, and to give you an idea of the scale of that 
challenge, check out thd 'dids' and ‘did nots’ as far 4s apbearihg for the ‘rods In 98 
waé contetned. 


Dids: Kalab, Horvat, Tobin, Babic, Popovic, Lozanovski, Rizzo, Foster, Skokd, 
Viduka, Aloisi. Subs! PetKovic, Mori, Wehrman. 


Did Noté: Bobnich, Modre, T Vidar, Okon, Lazariis, Tiatlo, Bihgley, Zelit, A 
Vidmar, Kewell, Adostino 
Subs: Schwarzer, Cotica, Zdtili¢ 


On the bright side, the national $o¢cer league looks remarkably differént from what 
it did five yeats ago, and the 1998 seaon bounced alohg at a reasonable clip, 
anode there seemeéd little doubt Sduth would take the minot championship, and 
eventually, the title. Unfortunately their achievements wére clouded by thelr fans, 
their adthinisttation's ladk of accountability when it carhe to those fans, and even 
one of tHeit players. It prevented the biggest party ever Seén in Albert Park, but 
who ig to say that party Won't hdppen in May next yeat? 

Perth fans will certainly put their hands up to host that sort of party, and with Bernd 
Stange seemingly solving their home ground phobia, the Glory's surge into the 
upper echelons of the league table has provided the NSL with a badly-needed new 
big-kid on the block. 

Thankfully, Carlton havé not succumbed to the 'secont year blués' syndtorne, 
proving that they will be there of thereabouts come Agril, ahd if Northern Spirit can 
grind out a few more away wins then the pressure when be well and truly on the 
perennial Under-achievers. 


Nobody could posdibly argue that the NSL was a better competition in the old days, 
although just as the dumpihg of Heidelberg, Brunswick, Paframatta and so on 
caused heartache, theré must be further heartache if the league is to become a 
truly successful entity. 

The challenge for Soécer Australia in 1999 is to ensure that the league is ready to 
tackle the new millenium. In It's present form, it will néed two sets of shinpads. 


Once again, the clubs are on notice. 


Get the Book Out 


Yellow Card Melbourne Knights who had the entire half-time break to plug 
club and league Sponsors but actually waited until the second-half had started 
before playing their Coke and Erlesson ads, annoying the fans who were trying 
to concentrate on the game. 


Yellow card yet again to Soccer Australia for sending out the Olyroos in 
nameless shirts. Thankfully, not all fifteen Ericsson Cup clubs are as ignorant. 
The Northern Spitit have gainéd hew fans simply by having novic television 
viewers recognisé that Slater is number eight and so on. SocAus may well 
bollock on about the late injury querles over squad membeérs but the plain fact 
is we should be able to affotd two sets of shirts with numbers and names, even 
if it means having shirts prepared for the standby players. After all the crap 
that's gone down with the national strip over the past few years we reckon that 
is the least Adidas can do.... 

And while we're at the Olyroos matches... 


Yellow card to Soccer Australia for the match programme. Again, they will éry 
‘lack of resourées' but to have absolutely nothing on the Chinese team, other 
than a list of names and the coaching staff, was just appalling. Not even shirt 
numbers! Given thé size of the crowds, it wouldn't have taken too much trouble 
to fire up thé photocopier in Tony Labbozzetta's office and hand out a 
numbered list to the paying customer. Whatever happened to initiative? 


Yellow card to the Brisbane Strikers for the ongoing debacle surrounding their 
séason tickéts. For the backgrouhd on this appalling state of affairs you can dig 
out SU33 and cop the full reason why they have already seen red, and just 
think, by the end of the season they may have even picked up enough points 
for entrance into the Hall of Shame. Watch this space..... 


Yellow card to Socter Central (Sports Australia) and quite a few other media 
outlets (and there were/are quite a few) who just can't seem to come to grips 
with Melbourne Knights striker Harry Karl. The variety of spellings has become 
almost hysterical so we feel it is our duty to at least set the record straight. 
Pencils ready? Hrvoje Karl. Oh, and Karl is the surname (just In case there's 
a few slow ones sneaking in up the back...) 

















BACK TO THE FUTURE 

Conventional wisdom suggests that the youth team curtain-raisers are usually 
played BEFORE the main game, keeping fans occupied before the senlor game 
starts and allowing the youth players a chance, particularly in the hour before 
kick-off, to play in front of a large crowd. 

The lateral thinkers at the Melbourne Knights aren't ones to slavishly copy the 
rest of the footballing world. The recent Melbourne Knights-South Melbourne 
youth game was actually played half-an-hour AFTER the senior match hat 
finished. In effect, the curtain-raiser was played after the main event. Naturally no 
one stayed around to watch the game. 








Olyroes cap Chinese Burn 


For some reason the Olyroos' two match series against the Chinese Olympic team attracted a level of 
entiusiasm unseen since herpes was discovered. A few brave souls searched out this bizarre offering in 
hope of finding sorhething to get excited about but the performance of the home side in the opener at 
Marconi - a match televised on pay TV - would have discouraged all and sundry from making the trip to 
Wollongong two nights later, One who stood up and way counted was Greg Stock, although his 
unbridled enthusiasm towards the Olyrods 2000 medal chances before the Chinese matches had waned 
somewhat alter the event. As he so succinctly put it " these boys are going to need to drantatically 
improve to everl be a chance for a medal in two years..." 


The preparations of the two squads could hardly have been in greater contrast, Most of the Olyroo 
squid had been rounded up after a full Etiesson Cup round, and their performances reflected that, while 
the Chinese were sharper and more focussed on the job at hand 


The attendances must be filed in the disappointing folder although allegations of lack of publicity have 
been refuted by SocAus. What promotion SocAus did provide tuned out to be misguided anyway, 
Many in bttendance at Brandon Park for game 2 had arrived in anticipation of seeing Kosta Salapasidis 
in action, and many were left fulning over his non-appearance. 

Perhaps if those Wollongong fans had seen match at Marconi they would have understood his exclusion 
for match two. Like inost of his teammates, Kosta was sluggish against a Chinese side that dominated 
the first Half ahd were very good value for their one goal lead until a late rally by the home side 
culminated in Emerton hitting the crossbar with header with only five minutes remaining. Even the fans 
would have felt guilty celebratiig that one... 


It didn't get too much better in game two, cither, with China looking the more dangerous on the break 
while Australia, despite scorlng three goals, gave little indication that a medal is a genuine possibility in 
2000. As for Cliina, they proved to be good value, especially given the number of players who suddenly 
received ball-ups for the Asian Games squad. So despite beihg at less than full strength, they showed 
that they are a Very competent, reasonably well organised teaih, like dozens of others dround the world, 
nothing special, And that's what makes these two results all the ntore difficult to swallow. With the 
right prepardtion, we would have eaten 'em for breakfast. 





Wednesday, November 25, 1998 

AUSTRALIA 0 

CHINA 1 (Li Yi 52) 

Marconi Stadium, Sydney. Referee: Simon 

Mivallef. Att; 1,500. 

AUSTRALIA: Danny Milosevic. Hayden Foxe. 

Sebastian Siltozic, Ivan Zelic. Michael Garcia 

(Jacob Burns 59'), Brett Emerton. Marco 

Breseiano (Zelkd Susa 82'), Jason AUSTRALIA : Danny Milosevic. Tansel 

Culina (Andy Vargas $9), Kasey Wehrmann, Buser. Hayden Foxe. Sebastian Sinozie, 

Michael Cureijd (Carlos Gonzalez Ivan Zelic (Dragi Nastevski 46'), Marco 

59"), Kosta Salapasidis, Coach: Rau! Blanco. Bresciano. Jacob Burns. Carlos Gonzalez. 

CHINA: Li Jian, Xu Yunlong, Wang Chao. Zeljko Susa (Jason Culina 63'). Kasey 

Zheng Ziti. Had Wei (Qu Dong 78°). Wehrman (c) (Andy Vargas 70'). Michael 

Li Yan, Min Jid. Zhang Ran. Li Yi (Shang Yi Cureija. 

63'), Zhang Yuning (Zhang CHINA : Li Jian, Xu Yunlong, Wang Chao (Qu 

Xiaorui 65), Tao Wei. Dong 85'). Zheng Zhi. Hao Wei. Li Yan, Min 
Jin (Xue Shen 74), Zhang Ran (Li Yinan 79’). 


Friday, November 27, 1998 

AUSTRALIA 3 (Curcija 16! Foxe 21' 82') 
CHINA 3 (Li Yi 26' Tao Wei 28'pen Zhang 
Ran 87') 

Brandon Park, Wollongong. Att: 2,000 
Referee: Brett Hugo. 

Cautions: Wehrman, Milosevic, Burns, Cureija 
(aus), Tao Wei,(chn). 








TO BE PERFECTLY BLUNT 


The Chinese Olympic tedm that visited Australla recently caused a minor surprise by beating 
and drawing with the Olyroos in a two-game series. Aussie fans were not only forced Into re- 
appraising our own chances at Sydney 2000 but also seeing Chiha as capable of clalminy one 
of Asia's three places for the Sydney Olympics. EWEN ANDERSON spoke to the Chinese 
Olympic doach Keith Blunt. 





By his owh admission, Keith's playing career was rather médest. Whilst studying to 
become a PE teacher at Ldughbbrough College he became involved in Semi- 
Professional football playing Bt Sutton United, Dulwich Hamlet, Kingstonian and 
Wycombe Wanderers (where he won several titles). His future firmly lay in coaching and 
he was appointed regional coach for London in 1970, an appointment which effectively 
ended his playing career. After spending three years organising coathihg in Londdn he 
was lured to Plymouth as a reserve and youth team coach (where he coached Martin 
Hodge and a young Paul Mariner) before spending four highly successful years at Malmo 
and six disappointing months in Norway, He was lured back to England at Spurs where 
his coaching at youth level over four-and-a-half years played and important part in the 
development of Tony Parks, Mickey Hazard, Mark Falco and lan Crook. Frankly,he was 
conterh plating retirement when He received a call from the Chinese Football Federation. 





EA: Retirement or Beijing? What appealed to you to take the Job and did you have 
to think abdut It for long? 

KB: No, | really didn't have to think about it for very long. | had been to thé Orient once, 
to Thailand, and when Bob (Houghton, Chinese National Coach) called | really did 
think that it would be a glorious adventure. And that's what it's been to be honest. | medn, 
| love coaching. 

The young Chinese players are super. They're good boys and they listen and wotk. 
They are talented and there's plenty of them. | enjoy the football but I've also enjoyed the 
experience of coming to China. I've been to Korea already, so |'m really looking forward 
to éxperiencing football in Asia, | think it's a nice way to conclude my coaching career 
really. 


EA: | presume that your Chinese Is a little basic. How do you communicate with 
the playérs? 

KB: Through an Interpteter and it is extremely basic. And its not advancing at any rate at 
all. 


EA: What did you know about Chinese football prior to the appointment? 

KB: Absolutely zilch! Absolutely nothing! But there you are, That's what your life's about, 
That was a big attraction about going there. | knew that | was sailing into the unknown 
just as Bob (Houghton) was. He had three months there the previous year and he had 
told me there was great potential theré. It wasn’t until | arrived that | understood what his 
excitemeht was about. They really have got, as everybody knows, an enormous number 
of people. That's the first thing. But they've got fanatical support for the game. If wé chn 
get it going and are successful, theh | know that the bandwagon will roll well. 


EA: What Is the duration of the contract? 

KB: Bob has got a four-year contract. Colin Toal (assistant Olympic coach) and | have 
signed a one-year contract. Our employers wanted to have a look at us first, That's 
understandable. | don't mind that. | think it works both ways. I've had @ look at China and 
they've had a look at me and at the end of the year they'll decide whether we can work 
together. | am very hopéful that the contract can be extended. 


EA: You've brought the Olympic team to the AIS for a month-long training camp. 
What has been the aim of the tour and has It achieved expectations? 


nh 


KB: Yes it has actually. We came here to play Australia and play in Sydney because this is 
where tha Olympics are going to be. SocAus were kind enough to invite us and they're going. to 
come batk to China next year which is part of the deal | unterstand. It really is a continual 
selection process. 

As wall as developing the players from a soccer point of view we will be developing the team 
players because we are spending so much time together. We are also ubing it a$ a selection 
process. Thb boys that have done the best in the games, and we've played five games now, 
obviously thby'll be the ones that will graduate into the Olympic squad. 


EA: You've played five gdmes, two against the Olyroos. The remainder were against 
whom ? 

KB: We've played Canberra Cosmos, the AIS and against Marconi-Fairfield reserves. So the 
boys who hadn't played in thd two games against the Olyrobs got a chance to play. Everybody 
has been hdspltable and we've really enjoyed the trip. 


EA: You Have a fairly large squad here but several players couldn't be hére because 
they were on full international duty. Have they been involved in a tournament ? 
KB: Yes, they are playing in the Asian Games. 


EA: The AFC requested that countries competing in the Aslan Games tournament 
shduld Send thelr under-23 combinations as expefiencd for Sydney 2000, Some 
countties seem to have done otherwise. What were the reasons for this and what was 
China's (CFA) stance. 

KB: Yes, tHat's a very good question. | mean how do you understand Iran's stance of sending 
their full Squad. You can guess that they are keen on winning the Asian Gantes. That's OK 
Other countries, like Hong Kong for example, have gone to the other extdént and sent a 
complete under-23 side. It means that those teams have got walloped because it is very 
difficult playing against the full national side of the other countries. The CFA (after di$cussion’ 
with Japan tnd South Korea) decided to compromise. Now in the event | don't know what 
teams have gone. The CFA decided they would send some sénior players in order to give 
some backbone to the team. But also brought some young prospdctive Olympic players. 


EA: | understand that the goal Is to get to the Sydney Olympics and Myahmar (Burma), 

Vietnam ant North Korea stand In the way during an early group phase, What do you 
know about the stahdard of football in those countries? 
_ KB: Very little really. | mean North Korea is an unknown quantity. Burma is in some political 
turmoil, But !'vé got to be honest and say that | really don't Know very much about thelr football. 
| know a little about the football in Vietnam and | think its pretty good thera. They've got & good 
standatd. Its like Thailand, they're a similar stature and they're very enthusiastic. | know they 
will be quite well organised. Its an interesting proposition all round. 


EA: When and where will the qualifiers be played ? 

KB: Well that's in the pipeline at the moment. | think the AFC are trying to encourage the four 
countries to pldy @ tournament in one country and then another tournament in another country 
fo decile the winner, You thén go into a hat with the other nine group winners and there is & 
ree draw, There is a great deal of work to be done before we get near qualifying. 


EA: Who Wo you see as being the biggest threat to you as you endeavour to reach 
Sydney? 

KB: Well | mean all the teams are a threat of course. Bob tells me that the best teams In Asia 
are Japan, South Korea and Saudi Arabia. They're the big three at the moment. | saw an 
under-19 tournament in Thailand recently and the Japanese were a wonderful squad, They 
play outstanding football. They had good individuals. Their teamwork was good, they just 
looked like & very well organised team, It was terrific football to watch. The Koreans were not 
Sb good to watch but they had some good individuals and they were dangerous. They had one 
or two boys that looked as though they could turn it on, on the day. 





EA: You've had time to assess the squad. How do you think things are 
progressing and where do you feel you rank In Asia at this. age level?, . ‘ 

KB: Well it would be difficult to Say that, as'| haven't seen enough Olympic teams. We'te 
very pleased with the dévelopmént of the squad. More than that we are very pleaged with 
the development bf indlviduals within it. You are never really sure until you come to the 
games, therefore the two dames ago Australia were very instructive for us, The results 
were good anyway. We werd delihted with those, but moré important was the 
perfortnahcé. We learnéd a gteat deal in winning and algo beihg behind against Austtalia. 
| was well aware that it wash't the full Australian side but it was a fairly hostile 
environment in that the whole crowd was, quite rightly, supporting their boys. It was a 
very good test for us, We Were delighted with that 


EA: What soft of crowds would you expect to get for your home games? 

KB: | think there will be a great déal bf interest in China, We've playdd friendlles in front 
of 5,000 and when | say friendlies, | mean non-advertised friendlies, Just games that 
have been organised to keep the team occupied and 5,000 people pitch up. There is 
terrific interest in China, There will be 20,000 there at least for the public (group) games. 


EA: How do you think your first XI rates with a youth side from the English 
Premier League? : 
KB: Our bést Olympic team would murder a youth team in England. 


EA: You're Uedlirig with players who perhaps don't have the sarne inhetited 
attachment to the gare as most European youngsters. How are they coping with 
their rolé at the top of thé Chinese football tree? 

KB: Like all young players, with sme difficulty. Some of them handle it very well 
because they are well-balanced individuals and others don't. The sudden fame that goes 
with football these days is a problem for them. 


EA: Cah you see dny of your current squad making it to Eutope in the future? 

KB: | hope not, but I'm suré they will. We have got three or four bodys who could play 
anywhere. That's just ih the group that I've got here. We wouldn't like to see them go 
because the problemts that ydu've got here in Australia where all your players are abroad 
is an énormous ohe in terms of achieving international results. In the short term, In order 
to bring success tb China, we would réally prefer to have our young players around us, 


EA: As thé Chinese ¢oach, do you have a Chinese national working with you and 
is there a brief to groom a local to perhaps take over one day? 

KB: Only the Chinese could answer that one. | do have a Chinese interpreter who works 
with me day-in-day-out. We obviously work with Chinese coaches because that is part of 
the general education program. | am very happy to do that, | think that its a very sensible 
arrangement ahd thdt most international squads would work that way anyway Where you 
would groom other cbaches to take over If changes weré nécassary. 


EA: You've bedn In China and no doubt had an opportunity to look at the local 
league scehe and you've nientidned the enthusiasm the locals have. How do you 
rate the local league sceéné for the standard of play, the knowledge of the crowd 
and the stadium facilities? 

KB: The stadiums dre excellent arid the crowds are very different. Théy are very volatile 
and excitable. The standard of play is Very good. For our money they are Importing too 
many foreign players but there is a gréat deal of interest and the clubs are very well 
supported. The league is going very well. It's been going for five years now, Thé games 
are good to watch, open and quick. | don't know whether you would describe the ctowds 
as knowledgeable:but you would déscribe them as involved and excitable. 


on 


EA: What needs to be done, if anything, to advance the game in China and to make 
China a force,in.Asian and world faotball? ee ee ee 

KB: Well that’s ah enotmous question isn't [t: Basically there's i ground structure Underneath 
the national league. | am gure that will happen one day. Maybe school and provincial football 
will be orgahised but both aren't at the moment. There's no todching scheme in place at the 
moment which Mears there's a dearth of coaches. That needs to be fixed Bs well. But things 
are fairly healthy | must say. 


EA: Many people think that talented youngsters with flair and individuality have this 
coached out of thein at an early age dnd they become robotic for the good of thé team. 
What aré your views oh this and the amount of coaching that should be given to 
youndstérs? 

KB; That's @ popular myth. It's like in all walks of life. It's just like there are outstanding 
journalists and outstanding writérs so there are outstanding ¢oaches and poot coaches. | am 
sure the boot doachés restrict yourig players. The vast Amount df coaches that I've ret during 
my cafeer ate pedplé ‘who have dedicated their life to the game dnd thé teachirig and génerally 
speaking have understood the importance of inspiring young players to achieve. 

Now the young people that have become robots in the game are people who are robotic 
anyway. You can't stop outstanding young talent developing. It's just an impossibility, | think 
that's just an ekcuse that young players’ who haven't made it use to explain their 
disappointment. | thihk that's undetstandable. In my experlence, talent is a vital ingtedient for 
young players, but much more importunt is their attitudé and never more important than these 
days because thére Is such an enormous competition fot places. Everybddy mUst have the 
riglit attitudd and enormous hunger to sutceed. 


EA: Having beén In Australia for a little while now, what are your impressions of the 
gathe here? - 

K®:, Very positive, Our first experiente was at the Marcohi stadium and the club there - who 
could fail to be impressed by that. It waé a super place. We were delighted at the generosity 
and Hospitality of the Marconi club. We ate going up to Sydhey Uhitéd next week. We have had 


metelows hospitblity herd at the Institute. Our experiences here have béen very positive here 
indeed, 


EA! Keith, it's been a gréat pléasure to talk to you on behalf of Studs Up readers. I'd like 
to wish you every success in your attempt to qualify for Sydney 2000. Pethaps we'll see 
you herd agaih very soon. 

KB: Ewen, | hope that we can return in two years time so that we cah do this interview again 
and maybe | will have even moré positive remarks to make about Austtalia and | will know a bit 
more about Asian football by then. 


EA; All the very best Keith and thank you very much for your time. 
KB: My pleasure. 


The revent Australlan tour by The Chinese Olympic team wasn't Chiha’s first trip to thé Land of Oz. 
In 1923, a Chinese "Nationalist" team toured and played a series of friendly matches against state, 
local and Australlani XI sides; which werent classed as full internationals, A thatth against NSW in 
Sydney drew a massive crowd of ie an Australian record attendance Unbeaten until the 1986 
Olympics, The Chinese toured again in 1927 where they lost two und won onde Ih a three ‘test’ 
serles agalnst an Australian XI. China tourdd again In 1941, when both countries were engaged In 
war, losing three games In a four test’ seriés. Cold War politics ensured that China didn't visit our 


"News From The Capital" 


From Nick Guoth. 


The Canberra Cosmos are at the foot of the table 
yet again, They have not scored a single point 
losing all nine matches. Is there any hope? Ask the 
1500 die-hard fans who were out at the game last 
Monday night against Adelaide, 


‘The Cosmos are in turmoil, although management 
‘may not agree. Nine games without a point for this 
season and now 12 games straight when you 
include the three consecutive losses last season, 


In mid-November the Cosmos board had enough 
and pushed Rale Rasic out of the picture. Rale was 
a high-profile coach, but the results weren't there 
and something had to be done. Further to this five 
players were given the boot, Four were local 
products while the fifth was from Perth. 


In came the ‘Party of Three’ coaching trio. Three, 
you say - but I've only heard about two. We all 
know about Tony Brennan, and his Under 148s 
Belconnen side. We all know about Norman Kelly, 
who will in a few weeks time become the player 
with the most appearances for the Cosmos. But do 
we know who the third person is? I'l tell you he 
doesn't perform on the park, so coaching Just may 
be his best position 


In the two matches that the Trio have run the club, 
the team has shown a lot more energy and the 
chance for results is improving. It should be 
interesting to see just how long this energy lasts 
for. Will it make it to the end of this year? 


The possibilities of a new coach are questionable. 
Some say there will be one before Christmas. | 
even heard about one before the end of last week. 
Although there are a number of local identities who 
have put up their hand, it appears that the most 
likely incumbent will be from outside of Canberra, 
The top of the list according to the odds is Tom 
Sermani. Others include Dave Ratcliffe and Ron 
Smith. 


Meanwhile, the Cosmos made the decision to play 
the two scheduled home games against Perth and 
Melboutne Knights away instead of at home. The 
club made some money out of this, but probably 
lost some supporters. The reason was that the 
grass at Bruce Stadium needed to be resurfaced 
owing to a bug. Apparently, there was no other 
ground in Canberra, Queanbeyan or nearby that 





could be used for the game. Even | still find 
this hard to believe. 


This meant that the local supporters, what 
few were still left, had to suffer a complete 
month without viewing their team play. We 
all hope this never happens again and 
some recompense is made to faithful 
followers of the Cosmos. 


Back with the team and after exhaustive 
work all players were finally cleared. 
Amarildo Miglietti played his first match at 
Perth, whilst Michael Hudec was due to 
appear against Adelaide City. Less than 48 
hours after his clearance was fixed up, he 
went AWOL, Nobody knew about his 
whereabouts, although rumour had it he 
was with an Australian girfriend, Finally, it 
was found out that he had flown back to 
Slovakia. 


Unfortunately, the ACT Academy are not 
performing much better than the Cosmos, 
Although they have the disadvantage of 
being 1 to 2 years younger than most of 
their counterparts, they are coming together 
and have won 2 games now. The AIS on 
the other hand is producing the style of 
football we all want to see and have 
themselves firmly entrenched in the Top 4 
of the Northern Division. 


On the Women's side, the Canberra 
Eclipse is currently running second in the 
Women's National League, although they 
have played an extra 2\ matches, Lisa 
Casagrande is top scorer for the league 
with 11 goals in 8 matches including 3 
hatricks, 


Locally there will be a fot of football on the 
Women's Intemational scene, The last two 
matches of the Australia Cup will be at 
Bruce Stadium on Sunday January 10 and 
on Wednesday January 13, The event 
includes teams from Italy and Canada. Also, 
the Australian Schoolgirls will be playing 
New Zealand in two matches in late 
December (19th and 21st) 


shords agalri until 1975 when the Socceroos under Tony Bogd|'s control won 1-0. Duntan Cummins 
scored the winrier, Peter Wilsoh Won his 50th International In an amazing $-4 victory in Béljing in 
October 1976, Abonyl and Kosininia scoring twice. China beat the Socceroos In $inyaporé's Metlion 
Cup th December 1983 and 3-2 in the first Ampol Cup game between the two countries, Australia's 
last tWo senior yarhes with China ended in a 3-0 win in Brisbane (27/9/85) and 2-0 in Canton In 
Novehiber 1986 with goals by Kalanttis and Arnold. 


a? 


WANTED: FANZINES (pre 1992?) 
Every now and then another rarity (or photocopy of a rarity) arrives and sparks a suze of research. The latest example 
was copy of THE OLYMPIAN, a fanzine in the true sense of the word, althought the official title was The Offical 
Newsletter of the Canberra Olympic Soccer Club. Sadly, we are unaware if it made it to issue two, but with a production 
date of Sue 1992 it is » safe bet it was one of the earliest Oz fanzines. If anyone can provide evidence of one prior to that, 


We'd love to hear from you 





GREEN ROVER UPS THE TEMPO 


That somewhat pedestrian follower of the winter game, Green Rover, having been 
used td comfortably arriving at near empty stadia (?) almost on kick off or 
spending an hout in idle chatter before a main match, has turned his attention to 
thé more glamourous side of life in this football crazy nation of ours by visiting 
thé national league arénas. 

And there are some puzzling things to report. 


Maklng comparisons with the so-called major football supporting nation (if not quality 
football playing oné ), England, is most enlightening. 


Considering the size of our population, the volume of our crowds are not at all bad 
these days, though they could still be better and are well behind the other brands of 
football which play with that funny shaped ball. 


| took a look at the attendance figures for the three divisions of the Nationwide League, 
a competition which is televised at the 1st Divisibn level, has highlights of the other 
levels as well and is run on a full-time professional basis. 


This, in a country where football with a round ball is the number one sport and where 
media covérage is optimised. Where there is a soccer culture!! 


On the first weekend of Decernber, these were our crowd figures, bearing in mind that 
neither of the top draw cards, Perth Glory or Northern Spirit, were playing at home. And 
immediately underneath are those of the Nationwide League. Weeks when Spirit or 
Glory are at home aré more Ilke 18,000 top crowd and 8,000 average crowd. 


Top crowd Ericssoh Cup 7,127 (Marconi) 


Top crowd Natidnwide league 1st div 36,040 (Sunderland) 
2nd div 8,488 (Preston) 
3rd div 7,460 (Swansea) 


Average crowd Ericsson Cup 
Season averagé Ericsson Cup 


4,315 (for the round) 
6,259 (as at 8/12/98) 
Average weekend crowd nationwide league 4st div 12,642 ** 
2nd div 4,559 * 
3rd div 4,863* 


“* Note: The figures of 36,040 at Sunderland and 22,537 at Wolves had the affect of 
inflating the figures as these two clubs enjoy way above average crowds and could soon 
be in the Premier League anyway. 

“Note: This weekend there was an FA Cup round played and clubs had a number of big 
games and the Cup normally out-draws the league matches. 





Lowest crowd Ericsson Cup 1,722 (Canberra) 


Lowest crowd Nationwide league 1st div 4,937 (Tranmere) 
2nd div 2,650 (Macclésfield) 


3rd div 2,929 (Torquay) 


Many of our top players are playing in the divisions below the Premier League 
in front of srhallet crowds than they would get at home. 


And in the next few seasons that could be considerably lower, 


lf we can sustain over 10,000 at every game within 5 years with a new club 
structure, we could entice a sizeable proportion of these players home, before 
they pass their bést. And keep others who are now tempted to leave. 


These are the stark facts. 


We know that our own crowd averages are rising and it has taken a lot of hard 
work ahd a lot of vision on the part of a disparate group of people to achieve it. 


The gap between the English Premier League and the hation's lowet divisiohs 
is widening all the timé. We have already seen weekends when owners Crystal 
Palace havé had snialler crowds than their invested-in club Northerh Spitt. 


Players like Nick Rizzo, Ctaiy Moore and Craig Foster should soon be able to 
earn as much hete as in those divisions they now play in. Soon, not yet, as the 
crowd sizes are too uneven so far, but it's coming. 


That Is, as long as the clubs which are out of step move into liné. Or step 
aside. Or are takén aside, shown the &tatistics and made to see the light. 


Meanwhile Green Rover battles the singing, laughing crowds on the way to our 
rejuvenated Ericsson Cup club's grounds to make his way through the turnstiles 
and join a new breed of spectator already secured in their seats and sipping the 
chardonnay and sharing around the pate/from their picnic hampers. 


Ah well, not long now and it will be back to the 5 to 3 stroll, the smell of 
linament, the cracked old wooden seats and the leaking grandstand roof at our 
quaint turn of the century State League venues where everyone who is 
everyone knows everyone. 


And there Is never a queue for a cup of teal! 


| Unsubstantiated rumour department... 
} NAZI ATTROCITIES SHOWN TO MOTIVATE MANLY? 


| !s it possible that one of Australia's most, um, respected coachds once showed his 
| players a film of Jews being shot at Auschwitz to motivate them for a match? Nah, 
surely not, we said. 
But our informant was insistant... Our famous coach supposedly told his players: "Just 
imagine that was your mother, father, son or daughter and go out and revenge them". 


For the record, our fc's team won 1-0. 
Ph 


Jt’s Fust Mot Cricket 


In this issue Geoff " That's the Spirit" Coy looks at somé of the problems 
at Spirit Park , 


If you thought the Northern Spitit were having problems on the pitch, then your 
only partially right. They are also having problems off thé pitch and with the 
pitch! 


The idéa behind the Strath-Ayr turf technology at North Sydney Oval aka Spirit 
Park was to remove the cricket wicket at the completion of Sydney grade cricket 
games dnd réplace it with a strip of turf more sultable to playing sdccer on. On 
the other slde of the coin and at the completion of a Friddy Night NSL fixture the 
soccer turf is lifted by crané and moved to the outfield of the oval ahd then 
repladed by the cricket wicket. 


There are currently two cricket wickets under cultivation at Spirit Park and 
according to all reports both are a little underdone. In cricketing circles this is 
referred to as “under prepared". 


To highlight thé problem, in a tedent grade cricket game at NSO Balmain were 
bowled out for 178 ahd in reply at stumps of the first Yay North Sydney were 9 
wickets for 93, That's 19 wickets in a day and a little oVet the top for Sydney 
grade cricket. 


To those Who follow gtade cricket, well at least the wicket is improving. In the 
previdus game at Nso against Randwick, 23 wickets fell on the first day. Then 
on Sdtutday 12" December Bankstown (competition leaders) were bowled out 
for 128 and North Sydnéy teplying to be all out for 155. 


Well at least the pitch is consistent. 


When asked about the state of the pitch Norths Captain and former Sheffield 
Shield player, Phil Marks commented that “it (the pitch) was a corcern but not 
too much of a cohcern and that hopefully it would settle down in time”. His 
Randwiok counterpart offered a similar comment &s well as emphasising the 
variable bounte in the wicket. 


The variable bounce is also something that Spirit players have had to come to 
terms with as watching a game there can be likened to a game of ping pong with 
the ball bouncing all over the place. The decision by players and Spirit 
management to give the turf a No.1 cut has also added to the variable bounce 
and speed to which the ball skims off the turf. 


On the pitch the injury crisis has eased with playérs such as Mendez and 
Crook expected bdck early in the New Year. Cranny and Perénich will miss the 
rest of the seasbn and Ollerénshaw has given up hope of making a return and 
has officially retired, 


The red cards have also stopped but not so the yellows. Both Slater and Enes 
have amassed 4 yellow cards and were forced to sit out the Gosmos game with 
an automatic one match suspension 


Slater's 4 cards have come in 8 games and it could be that NSL referees are 
not prepared to put up with his aggressive behaviour that is part and parcel of 


the English Premier League. 


Another problem existing at Spirit Park is the lack of improvements that the 
landlord (North Sydney Council) are prepared ‘to: undertake. Currently, .Spirit. 
neéd to hite two “cherty pickers" to supply additional lighting banks for éach 
home game &0 conform to NSL standards. This is an additional cost that the 
club has had to bear. 


Problems have also beeh encountered with food/drink olitiets and catering 
facllities being stretched to the limit. Any spectator that has visited Spirit Park 
this season will testify to a long wait to buy a beer or pie. 


The match program has also come in for much ctiticism from all quarters for its 
lack of content and poor layout. Despite a major overhaul after issue 1 the 
program still Fails to deliver the basic requirements. The glossy pages are just 
that. 


Club membership is another bone of contention amongst the fans. Originally 
members were offered in return for their $35.00 the following concessions: 
* 10% discount on season tickets 
* 10% discount on merchandise only available to members 
* — Invitation to team functions 
* Team poster 
* Regllar newsletters 
* 10% discount on Socceroo fixtures 


The incentive to buy a seasoh ticket at the discount price has recently been 
watered down with the offer to non-members to take advantage of the aptly 
named ‘Spirit of Christmas Offer. The general admission offer ls fot “3 
spectacular holiday sedson pames for just $20.00". This offer now éliminates 
any saving a member obtained In purchasing a season ticket. 


The members orlly merchandise turns out to be the very same as all othér 
merchandise available insidé Spirit Park and selected Grace Btothers stores. 
The catch is this. All catalogue items are mail ofder and subject to a delivery 
charge ranging from $10 to $15 or $20 for overséas supporters such as Andre 
Kruger. A quick tap on the calculator reveals that rhembert are usually worse off 
aftér taking advantage of their discount than if they Had purchaséd the 
merchandise at other available outlets. 


The flaw in the invite to team functions was also recently revealed when the 
whole of Sydney were invited to the meet the players day and B-B-Q with some 
members having to cook the sausages. 


Well, the team poster did arrlve with the first newsletter but If | were a teenager 
again | doubt if I'd been ina Hurry to stick it on my bedrdom wall. 


News on thé discount available for Socceroo matches has ‘all gone quiet over 
there’ and | don't think Its because the Socceroo's havé beén put on the 
backburher. 


All in all the membership package could be called the Claytons membership. 
Come to think of it we've got one of them playing up front. 


an 


Well sort off 


Studs Up is privileged to print the unadulterated version of a recent interview 
given by Carlton Soccer Club-General Manager Lou Sticca. 

David Arnold spdke with Lou on a'variety of topics and for the benefit of 
those in other states, David has added a few post interview thoughts (in 
parentheses). 


"It's a Cruel Business We're In....." 


DA! Lou thanks fot your time. First up | would like to khow 4 little mote about the 
relatidnship between CSC/AFL ahd the Social Club? 

A: The CSC is 100% owned by thé Social Club but remains a séperate entity, [/ got the 
impressién he wasnt happy talking about this} 


Q: What role does Athol Hodgetts fill? 
A: He provides liasion and between AFL, CSC and the Social Club. [See above] 


Q: Why do Carlton Social allow district cricket to Intércedé with CSC’? 

A; It's the other way ardurd, Cricket has been heré for years, almost 100 in fact. Most 
sporting Statiia in Australla were started by cricketers then éxtended to Aussle Rules and $o 
on, Really, We are inter¢eding with them. 

However the cricketers have just teceived council approval to build & new pavillon on Oval 1 
ahd this will be completed in 12 months time. 


Qi Why would the Cricketers want to move away ftom Optus Oval? 
A: It'$ not & good cticket venue - hardly anybody goes theré. Cricket at district level is better 
off in the English village greeh stylé with your picnics and your drinking 


Q: Perth has tetracing on thé far side of the pitch. Why can't We gét terracing in? 

A: We Gannot get in temporary terracing or scaffolding. The cost is too much, it takes too 
much tithé to setup and disassemble, and it wrecks the pitch. Temporary floodlights aré the 
same. 10k b tower, 40k & game. We are seeing a move away from thé days of privately 
owned stadla + with their excessive maintenance costs - towards renting. Btdte of the art 
stadia cdsting hundteds of millions of dollars [Docklands] are generally unfeasible without 
tong-térm tenants or anly in America. 

Look at the Melbourne Knights. Two championships in the last few years. Instead of 
rebuilding their team they built up their stadium. For what? Now they have a Grandstand and 
a team nobody comes to watch. Just doesn't work this way. 


Q: What would you say to a move towards Bob Jane stddium? 

A: It Is not for the neutral punter or tearh. The stadium was built with only one thing in mind - 
Souths, They are having problems with the Council. They won't build a néw grandstdnd - 
they'd having enough troublds with their current one. 

We have been talking to John Ribot of the Melbourne Storh, Their Friday night games have 
atthacted a new tarket Ih Melbourne and we are cutrehtly doing a feasibility study about 
playing at Olympic Park of a Friday 
night ih summer. 

Olympic Park Management will arrange to keep Basketball away from soccer, Olympic Park 
ts undergoing huge changes - new carparks, a new tramline down the Exhibition street 
extension, You can get a tram in Lygon street and get off at Olympi¢ Park without changing 
[Highly doubtful - ho tramline down Exhibition / Russell / Lygon streets) 


&P 


The plan is for Carlton and Storm to pressure the Government into redeveloping 
Olympic Park into 2 30,000 all-seater stadium. At the moment, Optus, Oval js not.feasible 
for CSC in the lorig-termh. We are losing corporate support owing to the tirning of games. 
A 3-4-5-6 kickoff, do ydu ¢ater for lunch or dinner? Chop dnd change pisses évetybody 
off. The lack of lights is the biggest ptoblem at Optus Oval. With lights we could kickoff 
every match at the same tirhe on the same day to build an identity and conscious ~ 
“Sunday 6pm dt Optus Oval" 


Transfers: "The aim of the CSC is to win..." 


Q: Thete has’ bedén some con¢ern about your dealings in the transfer niarket. 
Kresimir Marusi¢ and Robert TrajKovski were sold for What appeated td be well 
below their transfer value. 

A: We bought Marusic for 4k and sold him for 35k. Marusic was @ good buy - his sighing 
uid as much as anything to announce the arrival of Carlton (along with Alan Huntet). The 
captain of the Ericsson Cup winners and the Player of the Year were very important in 
getting other name players to the club. 

However | was very disappointed with Marusic's attitude. That attitude of "Me" is not a 
CSC trait and something we don't want. Marusic is oné of those guys who Is in love with & 
“superstar” attitude and hirhself. Z 

His treatment of Danny Allsopp in a pame last year [Marusic gol into Allsopp's fate and 
pushed him after Allsopp rhissed a goal) was simply disgraceful, Players at this lub work 
for each other and not for the benefit of Kresimir, Marusic,. TrajkoVksi and Marusic let the 
club dowh in the GF last year. The first goal was simply 8 disgrace - Trajkovski mikséd @ 
routine tackle then did some weird head slide into the goal. They aré not players you can 
rely on in the crunch. I'm not sorry to see both of them go. = 


Q: Danny Allsopp? 

A: Lét him gd oh ldari to Port Melbourne because he was only playing-in.the youths, 
Arrangemerit with Port Melbourne was CSC got 50% of the fee if he went overseas. 
Danny wanted to go at the time - we agreed. Port wanted an artangement - we agreed. 
Scores h&ttrick fot Man City and there we are. 

When things go badly, Danny is a guy you don't want afouhd. His head drops. He is 
playing well ndw but it was one of those things. Branko Bacak |s selling cars now. We 
gave him his charice but he wash't corning up with the goods. 

Cruel business we're in. 


Q: Jonesy? 

A: Wanted 150k which we weren't gonna give him. Especially not for a ptayer who 
dosn't track back [Engish mentality, sigh]. You need players as good off the field as oh 
it 


Q: What is the arrangement with Empoli over Vince Grelld? 

A: Hé is still dn loan. Each time he appears for Empoli we get a fee and his value goes 
up. Empoli have first optidn. All the transfer details have been worked out « {ge, 'bell-on 
percentage etc. To appear against oa 
Juventus is simply uhbélievable and shows how highly valued he is. | think-they will sign 
him on. 

To be honest, Vince wasn't the sort of player the current CSC team weré getting the 
best out of. The Brazil [U-23 Olympic friendly] games showed just how godd he is and 
what sort of system best suits him. He's a technicial player in a direct, fast team. He likes 
hanging onto the ball arid sucking them in - we prefer to get it up front fast. 


Q; How much are Simon Colosimo and Marco Bresciano worth? 

A they are-not for sale! The current ambition of the CSC team is to win! 

At the end of thé séason, they can go pn'ttlals-and we will assist them, but they are Carlton 
players til the Season's end. The AIM of CSC is to WIN, Bnd selling Marco.and Simon at the 
moment will not help that aim, 

Figuratively speaking, they aré worth 500k each. But the money is not made in the Initlal 
tratisfer - it's the second, sell-on fee, we're after. 


Q: What's thé séll-on clause for Vince? 
A: Can't comrhent, but it will make CSC very well-off. 


Q: Out of Simon, Vinge and Marco, who will be the best player? 
A: Brestiaho, by a country mile, Fast, aggressive, shooter, tackler, passer, skillful, doesh't 
givé up. Superb game for Europe, Alessandro del Piero sott of player [7] 


Q: Has Moreira lived up to his pre-season exploits? 
A: He is a quality finisher. | will wager that at the end of the season he will have more goals 
thah any other Carlton player. Andy Viahos had 13 goals last term and Moreira will beat that. 


Q: How does the Feeder Association work? 

A; the Féeder Club gets a % if we ell one of their players overseas. We don't have first option 
on & player In the syStem - we would prefer to think young players come to CSC if theit club is 
associated with us. 

Alteady it is a massive success. If David Grbac doesn't become a world charhpion something 
is wrong. Hé is 16 [182] years old, trainitig out there today. Unbelievable. Ivica Klarita, despite 
winning the Southert Division Player of the Year, is just another defendet we have. We are not 
ready ike to offer hint a fulltime contract. 

Which is another thing ~ we have too many defendérs at the club. We need a few more 
striker’ but they're not dround, [IF you don't include Jonesy, Allsopp, Adrian Cervinski etc] 


Q: It Seems strange to have 2 directors resigning froth the board ih the same week for 
businéss concerns, 

A Jack is on the béard of Public Utilities, John runs a multi-million import-export business. |'l 
say what I've Heeh saylng for the last few weeks - they have come in, done a job and simply 
moved of. I've made my 
comments regarding Sduths and Reilly. Jack will still be involved with the club [John?] In some 
stage, 

At the moment we are not looking for a new chairman. | am happy to keep it nice and tight 
with just 3 of us. If Rupe or Kerry or someone comes in with 5M then of course we'll say yes to 
them becoming the chalrman. 

[He still doesn't ariswer my question] 


Q: CSC séem tb haVe 4 high turnover of players and officials. Keko, Traj, Jonesy, A. 
Cervinskl, Bacak, Allsopp, Vargas. Darren Welch, Michael Watson arid how the directors. 

A: | reckon 28-30% turnover each year ls good. Good for the club, Cruel business we're in, At 
the end of the day though we aré in it to win and make money. 













True Blue Travel 
How's this for valuél...... ....The “True Blues" supporters group has bodked a bus for the trip to 
Morwall to play the Falcohs on 7 Feb next year. Tickets are only $20.00..Much cheaper than a drive 
past a booze bus! lili! 

Seats ate still available for the Sydney trip-away on the 12-13-14/2/99 for around $400.00 (inc 2 
nights accormmodation).Dtop into the John James Room before the next home game for more details, 








Obstacles to viability: "Collingberg simply fucked it up." 


Q: What crowd figures are needed for CSC to break even? 
A: We are looking to get 4-5k per gate. That sort of figure allows us to bulld for the 
future. 


Q: What factor has Collingberg had on crowds? 

A: Collingberg simply fucked it up. They came in a yéar too early and in the end only 
pissed off the neutral fan, They are by far the biggest obstacle we have had to face ih 
gaining acceptance. 

The key for Carlton to overcome Collingberg is continuality, longevity arid winning. Two 
years from now the punter is gonna pick up the paper and gay “Oh ho, not Caritoh 
again". We are gonna get in your face and you'll be sitk of us. 500K in next year’s 
budget on promotion and marketing. Lack of markéting and ptomotion is perhaps my 
biggest mistake - I've made a lot of them and am the first to admit it. Buying players on 
impulse is my second big mistake, 

| want this club to be a club that wins. Winning and making money is what I'm about 
and this club is about. 3 straight losses we're at crisis point. That's the sort of talk | want 
going round. WIN, WIN, WIN, DESIRE, DESIRE, DESIRE. 

| am dumbfounded that the Melburnian hasn't embtaced CSC. Quality team, RU in the 
GF. Don't understand it. Look at the GF, forget the result. There is no way you ¢an tell 
me that sort of game and those sort of teams can't catch on. Fucking ho way.Summer is 
very difficult. We have to compete with the beach, ¢ricket, pub, picnics, basketball, 
People elther go to the beach on a hot day or head off to tHe cricket or go out have & 
drink. Watching a game of soccer isn't something théy're hot about, 

And Rupert owns 70% of the Melbourne Storm, so of course the Hérald Sun is gonna 
give them extra coverage. 


daoasbstatsdsscsbotstot== 


The beginnings bf something 
BIG??2? 





my blue =... 
aim heaven 


December means Xmas bashes and usually 
they are fdirly predictable affdirs so imagine 
our surprise When upon entering the Carlton 
Supporters’ Club bash we were handed a copy 
of the first ever Carlton fanzine! 

Thankfully, it's far lighter-hearted than the 
publication you're reading now, especially if 
you hate that mob from Albert Park... 

And if Studs Up didn't know any bettet, we'd 
almost put our houses on some smartarse 
Souths fan coming up with a resporlse in the 
not-to-distant future. In the meantime, ehjoy 
yet another new addition to the Aussle fanzine 
list by looking out for Sally and het orew at 
Optus Oval home matches or write to 
(contributions always welcome, of course); 

My Blue Heaven, 

PO Box 13078, Law Courts, Melb, 3000 


Or mbheaven@hotmail.com 


Stadio Glory 
Soccer's search for a stadium In Perth by 
Searlais Mullin 


Petth Oval has been thé home of Perth Glory for their inaugural three seasons. 
Although Gloty farts look at Petth Oval with some affection, itis not & godd stadium. 
Sute, theré's the Shed, and the temporary bleachers make thé ground much more 
compact, but it is still essentially an Aussie rules vehue. The capacity is not much 
highet than éighteen thousand, but with the crowds ever increasing the stadium is 
plainly too shall for its purposés. The ground lacks lights, making it unavoidable for 
matcHes td be played in the summer heat. Worse still Glory uses the ground at the 
sufferance of the landlords, the East Perth Football Club. The bleachers damaged the 
playing surface after the first season, so in the 97/98 season Glory were forced to 
depart with three rounds left in the campaign. And if Glory make the Finals, they must 
play at either the WACA Ground or Subiaco Oval. 


Despité socter being the "foutth" football code in Australia, every Australian capital 
on thé mainland can boast an international standard rectangular stadium. The rugby 
stales of Néw Sbuth Walés, Queensland and the ACT all have gdod quality 
rectafgulat stadiurns as a mattér of 
course. Adelaide has Hindmarsh Stadium, already impressive and still being 
developed. EVeh the staunch Aussle Rules town of Melboutné contains Olympic Park 
and Lakeside Stadium. 


The odd one out is Perth. Perth has an excellent cricket venue in the WACA and one 
of the country's latgést Aussie rules ovals at Subiaco, Add the Entertainment Centre 
for basketball, Burswood for tennis, Challenge Stadium for swimming, the 
Comrhonwealth Hockey Stadium at Curtin University and a high-tech Velodrome at 
Midland atid Perth appeats to be well endowed. But despite all this thete is not a 
tectangular stadium that can be used by soccer, rugby or lacrosse. 


The latgést rectangular vehue in Western Australia is ptobably the decrepit Perry 
Lakes Stadium, which has the major disadvantage of an athletics track separating the 
crowd from the action. Perry Lakes is also poorly situated In ritzy Floreat, with little 
parking and Inadequate public transport. Built for the 1962 Commonwealth Games, 
the stadlum has hosted some of the biggest matches played in Perth, including a rare 
international betwéen Australia and the USSR and Several meetings between the WA 
State Team and tourlng sides. However, it has not been used for soccer in quite some 
lime, even at local dlub level. Even athletics will be deserting Pérry Lakes soon to 
move to a “boutique” purposé-built stadium at Curtin University, 


Otherwise only the grounds of local soccer clubs are truly sultable for soccer. All are 
small, Macedonia Park in Stirling was the home of the Perth Kangaroos, but its 
capacity Is little over five thousand. Dorrien Gardens in North Perth Is roughly the 
same a little larger if temporary seating is erected on the eastern side of the 
pitch. The othets, including the Kiev Sports Centte, Bayswater Oval (which is not 
actually an oval), the Velodrome (no longer a velodrome) and Dalmatinac Park are 
anmatler, None ate close to being suitable for the NSL or internationals. 
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With Glory's enormous success in pulling crowds it quickly became an issue of 
the club to pursue the government for a rectangular stadium. - * 


Also on Glory's side wefe the Perth Reds rugby league club. The Reds had 
beén using the totally unsuitable WACA for their home matches and were failing 
to attract enough supporters. In their last season they used Perth Oval on one 
occasion and not surprisingly enjoyed their biggest gate. With Glory to use the 
stadium in summer, and the Reds in winter, theré was a strong case for its 
construction. Sports Minister Norman Moore MLA promised that $40 million 
would be set aside for such a purpose in the April 1998 Budget. 


Thus it was the biggést possible blow to the hopes for a stadium when in 
October 1997, the Reds folded. In the aftermath Moore had this to say to the 
Wast Australian: 

“The idea of a new multi-purpose [stadium] was to ensure it was a 12 months 
of the year operation, and rugby and soccer would have fitted in very well 
because soccer is now a summer sport in the national league and rugby is a 
winter one. So it could, in fact, have a significant impact on what we decide to do 
about a new stadium." 


Moore was tather understating matters. In reply Glory's deputy chairman Paul 
Atkos made this statement: 

“We would be vety disappolnted if the Government withdraws its decision and, 
in fact, we would be very critical of the Government. But we aré confident that 
the Minister will not disappoint the soccer fraternity." 


Brave words, but little more. There was a glimmer of hope with the possibility of 
Perth entering a team into the rugby union Super 12's competition, but it was a 
faint one. 


In an insldidus move the WAFC, governing body of the local Aussie Rules 
{raternity, argued that the $40 million be put into building a new stand at Subiaco 
Oval. They suggested Glory should use Subiaco instead. Not surptisingly Glory 
wete cold about the proposal, and warned the government against getting 
sidetracked by it. 


Glory's push for a stddium was given a bit of impetus by an émbarrassing 
incident in November. The Malaysian Olympic team came to Perth for warm-up 
matches and arranged a midweek friendly with Glory, The match had to be 
played under lights, so Perth Oval was not an option. The favoured venue, 
Dorrien Gardens, was unavailable due to redevelopment. Glory moved the 
match to Coker Park in Cannington, nothing more than a bumpy pitch 
surrounded by a rope. 

The Malaysians considered Coker Park to be an unsultable venue and didn't 
turn up. Glory pumped it for all it was worth, but there was a touch of the sinister 
ibout it. The Malaysians had given the Soccer Association of WA a week's 
notice that they wouldn't play on the ground, and the much superior Macedonia 
fark 
was available ... 


in December the need for a stadium was highlighted yet again when SocAus 
overlooked Perth for thé hosting of one of the three Optus World Soccer Series 
lictures. SOcAus indicated that they wanted internationals to be played in Perth, 
tut considered Perth Oval an unsuitable venue 
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Less fussy were the organisers of the Brazilian Olympic team's three match tour of 
Australia. In the initial fixtures Perth Oval was to be the venue for the opening match. 
However, the Brazilians were forced to change the schedule and the match was 
postponed for a month. By that time East Perth had reclaimed Perth Oval and the 
match had to be played at the WACA. Fewer people attended than for an average 
Glory home match. With huge empty expanses between the crowd and the action the 
atmosphere was dismal. 


4998 began with promises that a feasibility study into a $40 million stadium would 
soon be released. It was stressed that the stadium would not be for the sole use of 
Glory, and would host other sporting events and even concerts. The most likely site 
was touted as being the carpark next to the Entertainment Centre. 


It came as a huge disappointment and surprise that the April Budget, when it came, 
had no provision for a rectangular stadium whatsoever. Glory expressed 
disappointment but no more than that, and a hope that the stadium would be included 
in the next Budget. 


Soon afterwards it was announced that the state government would bankroll most of 
a $35 million redevelopment of Subiaco Oval. Understandably the local soccer 
community was, shall we say, pissed off. 


However, after receiving several complaints, Moore allayed fears in August: 
"The Subiaco development and a multi-sports stadium development are quite 
separate and quite distinct." 


The likely site was indeed to be next to the Entertainment Centre, with the main stand 
straddling the railway line and even boasting a station underneath (not unlike 
Lansdowne Road in Dublin). The capacity of the stadium would be in the region of 30 
000. Both soccer and rugby would be expected to use the facility. Construction would 
start in 2000. However, a proposed convention centre was earmarked for the same 
site ... 


Soccer made the front page of the West Australian for perhaps the first time ever on 
26 August. The WA state government stated that they want a 30 000 seater 
rectangular stadium to be part of the "giant leisure and conference complex" planned 
for the site next to the Entertainment Centre on Wellington St. The $40 million required 
for a stadium had still been "set aside" by the government, 

A study conducted for Perth Glory identified the site as the best one for their 
purposes. Additionally the complex, built next to the railway, may incorporate a new 
train station, giving it the best public access imaginable. Afkos stated after hearing the 
news that the government “had a moral and social duty to help soccer because of its 
strong following." 


However, the Tourism Council of Australia demanded more clarity about the project, 
namely the part of it concerning the convention centre. The already existing centre at 
Burswood Resort was expected to be expanded, and if so would put the government 
project into doubt. A couple of days later the TCA warned the state government that 

"additional facilities" (je the stadium) should not "compromise" the convention centre. 
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Worse were the insulting comments of the conference and events manager 
at Edith Cowan. University, Colin Herbert. Herbert warned that “soccer fans - 
albelt a minority - had a wolldwide reputation for causing trouble. "In respect 
to a complex including béth a Soccer stadium and a conférence centre: "That 
would be the very worst scenario. No minister could not corivince me that 
that could hot Happen." A typlcal anti soccer kneé-jérk reaction, but it 
highlighted thé main problem with the project - the rectdngular stddium's 
future would be reliant on the future of the convention centre. 


Thankfully there aré alternative sites for the stadium that are pelts 
discussed, Leederville Oval in Perth's inner north is one such site, and wit! 
its Iéase Up for tenure in April 1998 the WAFC may finally lose control of a 
gftound that was abandoheu a good five years ago by West Perth Football 
Club. A more interesting proposal is one advanced by the WACA. The WACA 
hopes to redevelop its stadium in East Perth and buy the neighbouring 
Gloucester Patk. They have suggested that a rectangular stadium could be 
part of a giant Sports complex. Details at the moment are foggy. 


Support for a rectangular stadium is generally strong in the Perth 
community, but of course there are objections from some of the old Aussie 
rules-cticket mafia. Th main critlcism Is that $40 million of taxpayets' money 
shouldn't go into a stadium whose main tenants will be a private company - 
Glory ard privately owned, Of course this is a very narrow view of tHe 
situation, as soccer fahs (not to méntion rugby followers) are taxpayers tod. 
The hysterical "foreign code" rants don't even bear mentioning. 


But Glory has more immediate concerns , The lease at Perth Oval énds at 
the cessation of the tegdular 98/99 NSL season. Whether Gloty stays will 
depénd significantly upon the wishes of East Perth Football Club. Glory are 
showing a great keenness in Leederville Oval as a ternporary home, but will 
face a strong battle with the WAFC for its lease, The WACA hag bedn 
suggested, but it ls unllkely that bleachers could be erectéd, and then there is 
the cricket pitch. An unlikely candidate is Lathlain Oval, home of Perth 
Football Club ahd south of the river. 


The most worrying aspect of the whole situation is that Perth Glory has 
been givén @ deddline by SocAus to be playing under lights by the 2000/04 
season. Will Glory have a stadiurh by then? It may be touch and go. 


SOCCER'S LOSS IS AFL'S GAIN 

Studs Up readers will remeber former Players’ Union leader Brendan Schwab. He 
was appointed South Melbourne's general manager last year but two weeks before he 
wus due td start at Lakeside changes his mind and decidéd against taklng up the 
post, The reasoh for his suddén change of heart remains unclear but Its a dafé bet 
(and a mbssivé understatement) to assume that Brendan's view on the future 
Wirection of the olub ditin't quite coin¢idé with the board's view. 

Now Bréndan ,the man whd was Instrumental in helping Aussie sdéccer players 
uchieve freedom of contract dnd in déveloping the sport's first agréement Hetween 
employers and émployeé's on basic conditions, has nominated for a position on the 
board at AFL club, Richniond at theif AGM on December 23, His fathér Allan was one 
of football's most influential administrators, helping Richmond develop into one of the 
jwague's most powerful clubs in the 1960's and 1970's before taking up a post at the 
APL where he Helpes dévelop their national strategy, Oz Soccer's talént drain isn't 
confined td the playing fields anymore. 





Interview with a Formeroo 


This month Grég Stock speaks with Frank Parsons (Pt 2) 
(Once again thanks to John Punshon for all his assistance! !) 


S ; In 1951 Engldnd toured Australla. You played against them both tor New South 
Wales arld tor Australia. Were you at the ‘infamous’ 17-0 flogging of Australia, 

FP ;"| had 4 beer every second time they scored. | was ih the members bar and it was a 
terrible day. Mud up to their ankles and or fellas couldn't handle it at all. Datey played that day 
and they told me | was dropped and Reg was in becausé | couldn't play in wet weather 
(laughing) dnd that was fait dnough dnd | didn't miss that game at dll. THeré was no 
replacbments ih those days you were either in or out. | finished up spending thé afternobn with 
Gedrge Russell in the members stand,” 


GS : Were they are a far superior side or was it just they adapted better to the ground 
conditions, 

FP : "The wet weather was a lot to blame because we'd played them in the dry and they beat 
us 4-1. | scored that goal and it was the only time my name has been up on the board at the 
Cricket Ground (laughing) and | hit the bar in the second half. But we had a few chances and 
they stored four good goals 4nd that was the differencd between the teams. 17-0 was not an 
indication that we were so fdr behind réally. | can still remember thém waltzing around Cec 
Drumrhond. Cec wad only batk most of the time with his sliding tackles and they'd just stop and 
lot him gb and he'd go two metres past them. They were so agile and they had wét wedther 
football down to d fife brt as they should coming from England. Though I'd like to be playing 
football today under the dontition$ our players have with their géar and thelr balls and the 
grounds. Its so totally différent. You pick up a ball today and feel it and it makes you want to 
kick it. Its a different biete of equiprnent to the old leather ones we had, They'd hot only get wet 
but they'd also expand and get bigger with the water going into them filling up the leather.” 


G8 : What bought about your representative retirement? After the Englahd match in 
1951 you never Wore the gréen ahd gold again. 

FP : "| wouldn't Have either. If thete were any politics in the garne in those days | would have 
been excluded by tHem (laughing), The last representdtive game | had was In 1952 against 
Victoria. Reg played in that game, in fact we played together dnd we réally should have beaten 
Victoria in that game. They Had the migrant groups conting in then, playing good football and | 
was in quite a bit of trouble on that particular day. 

| found myself vary close to gol, In the wet and | thought | might have Had a chdnce td score 
4 goal when | was hit in the face with a hand full of mud. | just lost everything. | couldn't see 
anything and | wiped my face and looked around and the first thing | saw was a Victorian face 
that far away from mine laughing at me. So unfortunately | hit it. That's the first time I've done 
that and the last time in a game. The first time | had actually hit anybody so of course that 
mtarted a donnybrook. People came over the fence the mounted policé came out and the only 
two pdople Who came to givé me 4 bit of assistance wis number bné Reg Date and number 
‘wo thw rubber wHo was from Austtalian Rules, So between the three of us we kind of staved 
off the opposition until the pdlice came with their horses and got avetyone away. But then of 
coursd | was sént off and that was fair enough too. 

| did the wrong thing so | was gent off. Anyway, that evening we were coming back to Sydney 
and out at tHe airport was the referee with his two little glrls of six or seven and he was wanting 
to be friendly, | just didn't want to talk to him very much and | said | don't mind you sending me 
off but why didn't you send the other fella off. He just looked at me and sald ‘You're going home 
tonight, | have to live here" (laughing). So that was the end. When we got home | was 
oxpacting to go before the committee and in fact | even wrote to them after a while and said | 
should be given the chance to appeal against anything that you may decide to do. But they 
didn't call me in and hothing Happened at all.” 
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GS: But after that you never got selected again. 
FP = "L.was on the.outer and if there was a tour the next day | wouldn't have been in it." 


GS : What bought about your club retirement even though you wete still one of 
(he leading goal scorers for your club Leichhardt-Annandale, 

FP ; “Controversy. The old Leichhardt team knew what happened. | was at the stage 
where | was a bit browned off at Leichhardt because I'd been given a pretty bad trot with 
finances, 

\l started wheh we went to South Africa we were promised the world and Leichhardt paid 
4 bonus of 80 something pounds. Harry Robertson and | got just 6 pounds instead of the 
80. When | complained they said we decided we'd give you a pound per gamé. The 
others had played so many extra games and been loyal but before they went away all the 
other players that went were looked after by their clubs and given a bit of 4 bonus except 
the promise that we would be looked after. So that didn't make things too good as did the 
next couple of yedrs. 

But in the last year | was pretty anxious. We had two kids in those days and | was pretty 
snxious to get a home and | started to work with a friend up at the hotel at Fairfield. | then 
hurt my shoulder against Bankstown and | had to have a couple of weeks off. 


While | was off | still went up to the pub and earned my couple of quid up there and 
Jimmy Scullion one of tHe officials at the club came up to the hotel on a Sdtuday 
sflarnoon while | was working and said ‘You're fit enough to pull beer’. | sald ' Oh yés, I'm 
not too bad’ and he said ‘if your fit enough to pull beer you'd better come and play next 
valurday'. | sald ‘Snowy Parkes (the club doctor) can have a look at my shoulder but | 
don't think | should be’, 

Anyhow | went Back and played and did what was needed. At the end of the season | 
was given ah offer, by the bid Bankstown group, of a house, They said there is a nite two 
bedroom cottage you can have rent frée while you play for us. We were in a ohe bedroom 
lint at this stage with two kids. So | was very anxious to do that so | went back to 
(eichhardt and said this is the situation, Bankstown are prepared to have me transfer to 
lem and give me a house where | cah move in with Nancy and the two kids. Harry Miller 
was the sectetary. 


| got to know Harry before he was interested in soccer and in fact | introduced him to the 
leichhardt club. | said to him this afternoon and there was a game on at Lambert Park 
und | wasn't playing and he was going around to a meeting. He said your application for 
lransfer is going to be heard today, | said ‘oh well give it a good hearing | néed it’. 

He came back an hout of so later and | said how did it go? He said the committee have 
decided if you want to play football there is always a game for you at Leichhardt. Under 
those conditions | said | have retired. | went back and worked at the pub, got enough 
money bought myself a house and that's it.” 


GS : You were obviously young enough to still keep playing. 

FP: “At that stage | got interested in what was happening with the ethnic groups. | heard 
) bit about Hakoah and read a little about what they were doing. They a good side in 
thobe days playing in the metropolitan league and they had won it so many times they 
were getting sick of playing the same teams and winning so easily, Then of course soccer 
in NSW was controlled by a Scottish group that would not tolerate anybody trying to break 
\ and | decided I'd do what | could to help the other mob. And that is how | got interested 
wi the federation.” 


GS : This was 1957 when the first federation meeting was conducted in Walter 
“ternberg's living room. 
'!) "We started working on it at the end of 1955. There were meetings going on before 
‘ey started the competition. Coffee shop meetings mainly but the big meeting was at 
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GS ; So what made you become interested in the game's adminstration. Was it a 
eonselous decision to pursue a career in administration. 

FP "it wats something | was determined to do. My whinge was always about players playing 
the gama, they retired and drifted away and we never saw them again, Players that | lodked up 
to ds 4 young fella, when | started to play with Adamstowh for example, blokés who were ten 
years older thin | Was tHat you'd expect to still see ardund had disappeared. Didn't go to 
football, didn't take dny interest in football, wouldn't come and help. Nobody wanted to go and 
get them antl briny then) bck. Not only administration, but they could have started coaching.” 


G5 : So with the federation corhing Into existance in 1957 this wa$ one of the reasons 
you wanted to... 

FP "Yds! | was glad | had the opportunity, | didn't realise that I'd finally be an administrator of 
the code, | just thought I'd act ab a gd-between, get in and pass a Message. | workéd with the 
(Sydney Motning) Herald for a whilé, the ABC and whatevet | could do | did for $oacer. 
Evdntually | was asked td gb onto the NSW Federation cornmittse when they had their first 
mebtings at the old Sydney Hotel. That would have been the beginning of the second Season, 
1958, We went from there to down to Hellenic House, and it was there until | gave it away in the 
seventies." 


GS : An enjoyable expetience of a frustrating one? 

FP : “Enjoyable, genetally speaking, but there was a lot of frustration. Stuff you just wouldn't 
believe. You always thittk that you're right, | know, and | Uséd to think that | had a few ideas that 
were possibly fight but you couldn't get anything through that body if it meant the clubs didn't 
get the moiey. Any money that came into the federation the clubs had to get, bécause the 
clubs Controlled it. It was their vote at the meetings that decided what happetted about rules and 
mohey. 


| used to get go fed up with the fact that | wanted to put monty Into bricks and dirt but as soon 
a8 you got a little bit of money in the kitty you'd have it read out at the AGM and somebody 
would move that $0 much be paid to each club and away it would go. We had some sizeable 
ambunts, a pittance now, We'd gét 30,000 pounds and think we were dolng pretty well and 
15,000 of it wuld be gone in five minutes at a meeting and you'd be left with just enough to 
keep it gding until next year. 


Then of course we had the éthnic trouble which was a bit frustrating. The last thing | did was to 
repremarid the Croatia and Yugal sldés who were well known for their dorinybraoks. And | know 
that one side was mord culpable tharl the other. There was always one that léd the way but | 
just felt that the pair of them were a bit of a nuisance to the federation and until they were gotten 
rid of nothing would happen. 


So | did get the others to agree that the names be changed and one would be Ryde and the 
other would be Liverpool, We'd been out and had a look at grounds around Liverpool and the 
mayor was quite happy dbout thém coming out and establisHing under a new name but | 
finished up leaving the federation éver another donnybrook. Not with them but with the Greek 
side when they had a tiot over at Drummoyne. As soon as | resigned théy wete given their 
names back ahd they played the first game of the new stason out dt E.S.Marké Field and a 
ludy Was stabbed and it was back to Square one. | am pleased now that they have done what 
they have done. 


While they haven't excluded anybody they have charged the names and even though 
everybody knows who belongs to who as far as the ethnic groups are concerned there is a 
chanen that they'll sdttle down and broaden their base. If they can broaden their spectator base 
and get away from just one group everything will be alright in soccer. While they're just the one 


hase things aré pretty tough." 


oS : What led to Frank Parsons becoming the Australian team manager in 1970? 
Vas it related to your post on the NSW Federation Committee. \ 
"Yes It'was. The first team | took away was the NSW team to New Cdledonia. A 
yar or so later | organised a student team to go over there because | was in pretty close 
jlact with Guy Fawkés, who was (and still is) half the administration of soccer in Néw 
wlodonia. Then the NSW team went to New Zealand after playing on the islands and it 
4 just a datural follow on to what | did. When Everton came out (in 1964) | managed 
(iat team ahd we had a good side. In fact we probably should have beaten them with 
juys like Jatos and Baumgartner. A good side except for a couple of unfortunate misses, 
» when 1970 came along | was there.” 











GS : It would have been a good trip to go away on with the playing talent that was 
sauembled. 

( "Rale Rdsis was the coach and Les Scheinflug his understudy. There were a few 
ugbears there but it was & good side, They were absolutbly at thoir peak in Greece and 
‘it top form. They'd played ptetty well in the islands and acrosé to Hong Kong and Iran 
snd did well in Israel but they played their best football in Grevco, They had the Greece A 
jwom running in circles, From my point of view that was tho best that Australia had played 
up to that stage." 





GS ; The experience gained from that tour would have translated into the success 
ol the 1974 world cup side. 

‘Ps *That was the start of it, They'd missed out on getting to the World Cup in ‘70 and 
\vat was the start of the build-up for '74. It was the eleven that were kept ahd there were 
juite a few that dropped out before they got anywhere near '72 but the nucidus was 
‘hota. Rale kndw the ability of his players much botter at the end of that tour than he did 
«(the beginhing and he knew which ones he could put together as a team. I dont think he 
auded too many td the startiny eleven he took away to Germany in ‘74. 

We went to Germany and had a look at their games and we were beaten by the two 
sorman teams fairly comfortably but we weren't disgraced. We weren't quite as fast or 
ard and strony on the ball. You get féllas like Beckenbauer to know that when you were 

ontesting @ ball with him you were contesting one and a half players as he was good as 
ono and a half players. 

Wut the boys did very well. The sad thing about all that was Rale Rasic getting dohe 
vin he came back. It was the end of his reign and it shouldnt have been, It should have 
beon the start of the next four year period. But politics again. Rale was single-minded and 
‘now what he wanted but unfortunately what he wanted wasn't what the president 
wanted.” 


GS : Do you still have contact with the current administration of the game. 
FP: | never hear from anybody and have never been invited back to anything since | left 
ydney. Never. History would show | am probably the only ox-prosident NSW that has 
hot been made a life member (laughing). These were things that most of those who went 
bofore and after me would ask for and expect at a meeting and | never would. | remember 
Michael Cleary said to me once when they were opening the hall of fame, ho said "You 
wite down everything about your history and I'll put it forward". | said no, | won't, | don't 
do that. 


Do you know that Soccer Australia had started a hall of fame last year, 
“No. | know there is one in Newcastle as | have beon asked to do a few things for 





that 
| don't see the value in things like that. | know they're important to some people but | don't 
\hink you should put yourself forward. Why would | want to write a story about myself ahd 
ond it somebody to put my name on a cettificate, | don't see it as my right and not an 
sbligation, but that's my belief.” 


frank has given up the hustle and bustle of city life for a property on the NSW 
north coast, With his feet up after many years loyal service to soccer, Frank still 
seeps in touch with some of the many friends he has made in his career, It is to be 
hoped that with Soccer Australia launching Its Hall of Fame one of the nominees 
(ll be Frank Parsons, After a lifetime in the game at all levels it would be a fitting 
jeward to a man who has given so much of himself to the game over such a long 


period of time. 








Dear Studs Up 
P O Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


An open letter to Rale Rasit from Alan Clark (Melbourrie) 
Dear Rale 


I'm disappointed the major media did not celebrate the recent 25" anniversary of the 
gatne which took Australia to the World Cup for our only abpeatance in the Finals to 
date. 


The achidvement should be considered our greatest ever footballing triumph, and 
evéry year, even more so because it has been our only time in the Finals so far, and 
we got there at a time when there were only 16, not 24, or 32 teams as in recent 
years, It was achieved at a time when there was no National League, and little 
media attention. 


When | spoke with you after the press conference at the Carlton v Cahberra match 
| could tell you Were disappointéd that little had been made of the anniversary in the 
wider press, but you shduld Know, as | mentioned when we spoke, that it has been a 
walled of rémark ahd celebratioh amongst the football fang on the Australian Socter 
e-mail list, . 


It has not been forgotten, nor has your part in those marvelous years. 


Our nation's presencé ih the Finals in 1974, with a team drawn from the full 
Australian community, was one of thé first occasions In which our whole nation could 
feel a part of - it wasn't of a pattioular class or ndrréw community focus as (for 
example) varlous Wallaby teants, or tennis playets of that era, or swimmers - the 
1974 Socceroos comprised a team representing the broad Australian post-war 
community which has made our nation such an enjoyable place to live. It was a 
team in Which those from all out varibus community backgrounds could identify, and 
provided an illustration that it was skill and ability which counted here, nothing else. 
It motivated people to emulate that feat. 


| think without that success there may have been no national league, no kids 
playing in the hugé numbers they currently are, no Harty Kewell, no Stan Lazaridis, 
no AIS, and no Youth level achievements. 


You and that team have a lot to be proud of, and despite your disappointment that 
the anniversary was ignored, there are many who rememberéd, who recognized that 
25 years had passéd, and who celebrated the achievement with respect and 
gratitude, 


| am one of them, and | thank you. 


Alan Clark, Melbourne 


Ph 


| 


Dear Studs Up... Part 2!!!! 


This month “The Farr Post” editor Tony Moran offers some words of 
wncouragement. ; 


in last ménths “THe Fart Post” we printed an article taken from the UK about how football 
langines were partly td blante for thd interest now takeh by hon-footWall people in the 
business of football. With the BSkyB mohey being ihjetted into the bame, the shdre 
prices of the top Prethier League teams have skyrocketed, thus atttacting the pounds and 
dollars of people who teally know nothing about the gate. This néw found interest in 
football by th man ih the stréet has meant that dvailable readihg materlal about 
iho game is eagerly lapped up by a hungry public, 





A number of fanzines have now become full glossy mdgazines — just what the puullic 
want = whilst tHe “street” publications are struggling to stay alive. 


in Australid we don't havé ahywhdre near as many fanzihes ab we should. Thete Is this 
publication, of course, which for dver three years has been the rallying point for tho 
genuine fans — the people who really care about the gamo in Australia. Thon there is 
IFP, our Queensland based rag, which takes great pleasure in stepping on the toes of 
those people whose interest in the game is purely a personal one. Other publications 
have come und goné. Perth Glory had a fanzine in their inaugural season, but that soon 
folded when the reality of running such a publicatioh dvertobdk thé initial euphoria of 
having a tedm in thé N.S.L. "The Scbre" has appeardd bnée or twite recently — THAT 
game at the M.C.G. being my dnly ekposute to it (and Buntping into an old team‘mate 
froth Gueenslahd, who wag helping sell it that day was great thrill). 


Khowing tie bpathy of the Augsié fdotball fan as | fdel | do now (after over two years 
oditing TFP) | cah sympathise with the Editor of SU, when frustration, depression and 
soccer-in-Australia reality hit Home every now again. And we all know When It's 
Wappening .. . e-mails dre not repliéd to, for example. 


So when it was suggested by TFP and SU contributor, Ewen Anderson, that we 
unstaple a copy of $U33 (sacrilege I!!), photocopy fifty ér sixty, and see if we can dell 
ihem TFP-style outside Suncorp Stadium before the Strikérs game against Adelaidd Clty, 
| jumped at the chance, Ybu seé, dnce a month standing outside Suncorp meeting fahs, 
and having @ yarn about the game Is not enough — | want to do it every home game, 


So we Wid. Thrée of us cdénned the regular TFP buyer intd parting with $2 fdr the 
September Issue of SU (remembet this was the end of November). To be quite honest 
though, | informed regular TFP feaders that we hadn't folded, dnd that SU was indeed a 
natlonal tanzine,.and quite a séparate entity to TFP. By kick-off time we had sold 60 

opies, and retlred to the bar for a swift XXXX before the national anthem. 


Now if we can do that with a gate of 4,000, what can north shote Sydneysiders do with a 
crowd of 15,000 and those Glory people do with crowds of 13,000 ? So you fans out 
thore in any of those areas get organised and get SU exposed to your unsuspecting 
football public, 

When that happens, I'll bet that it’s not long before tho Spitit 4nd the Glory have their own 
\ndbpandent fanzines too.-So you can see the ball beginning to toll. 


Eventually ethnically-based clubs will fall by tho wayside, or have to change their 
supportet basd. New broad-based clubs will spring up (like the Spirit, the Glory, the 
trikers, Catiton ete.), and the game will go forward. And just like a good opposition party 
hoops a tulihg politidal patty in chdck, the fanzine must keep the football administrators 
tooling the ethical lihe. Already, Heré in Queensland, TFP has been credited with a 
juinber of chahges that the Strikers ahd local federation have made ~ although no-one is 
publicly admitting it. 


40, despite Kev’s moodiness when things aren't going right, Aussie football hat a lot to 
jhank him fer, and the best way tHat you can do this is to buy this publication, and tell 
your mates fo buy it too ! 


“The Farr Post" Issue 26 out now...........See Bulletin Board for detalls. 


ap 





Did That REALLY Happen??? 


NOVEMBER ee 

15 . Good news from Italy! Paul Okon makes it on to the field as a 76th min 
sustitute for Lazid against Venezia. Perth Gloty defeat South Melbourne Hellas 
and West Adelaide ¢odch Marfréd Schaefer i$ in dttendarice td chetk on the, ef, 
availabillty of Erhie Tapai. 

16» Time for another update from Paul Gellard ih Englahd... 

Mark Sdhwarzer came batk from injury to keep godl for Middlesbrough in their 1-1 
draw at Chaflton. Harty Kewéll played a full game for Leeds as they won 3-1 at 
Anlield, meanwhile, John Fila made a rare $start for the injuréd Tim Flowers as 
Blackbutn host 3-2 at Old Trafford. 

In Division One, Crystal Palace were without Craig Moofe who was starting hls 
sudpdnsion, but Foster played a whole game &nd Rizzo was subbed on S8mins in 
their 2-1 win at Horne to struggling Bristol City. John Aloisi netted yet again as 
Pottsmouth drew 1-1 at Grimsby Town. It was his 14th goal of the season, making 
him second top scorer in Division One. Kevin Muscat is still injured and so Steve 
Corica was the orily Aussie playing for Wolves. He missed the best chance of the 
gatne as they drew 0-0 at Norwich City. Richard Johnsdn scored In thé 9th min to 
give Watford a 1-1 Urdw at Stookport County, as messrs Van Blerk, Murphy and 
McDermiott formed their usual trio in the WBA défence. 

In Divisioh Two, it was FA Clip action in the first round proper. Manéhéster City 
played on Friddy night whete they were without the suspénded Dariny Tiatto and 
Allsop did not appear off thé bench. Millwall also played Friday as tHey lost 2-0 at 
Swansek City. Lucas Neill played and 
Tim Cahill made a sub appearance. Andy Bernal played for Reading in their 1-0 home 
loss th Stoke City. Hé looked to have quite a good game. Also, still in the FA Cup are 
Cohférehcé League sidé, Rushden & Diamonds (the Man Utd of rion-league fobtball). 
Jon Brauy did not maké an appearance for the side and was left on the bench. Two 
other Aussie's have since béen found in the Conference League. Scdtt Guyett (ex- 
Tatinya Rovers and Brisbane City) played for Southport ayainst my side 
(Kihgstonidn) last week and played again this weék as they took on Ryman Premier 
side Dulwi¢h Hamlet In the FAC. Another Aussie is at my club, Kingstornian. His name 
is Gary Leslié and hé plays as a central defender or right-back. He has yet to break 
into the first team. 

In Scotland, Tony Vidmar was unused for Rangers and Mark Viduka did not play for 
Celtic, Hibernian's match was cancelled and so Stuart Lovell did not have the chance 
to Aeraonstrale his talents. 

22 - South Melbourne &nd Carlton play out ari epi 4-4 draw at BJS, with Carlton 
losing Andrew Marth via another red card and Dean Ahastasiddis via a trial With 
Wolvérhampton Wandets. Later that night, Vince Grella becomes the first Australian 
playet td go straight ftorh the Erlcsson Cup to the Italian Serie A, coming on as a 67th 
sub in the 0-0 draw at Juventus. 

Catlton Coach Eddie Ktndevic Said: "It's fantastic fot Vince. He's been working very 
hard over thete, arid the rewards are now coming for him." 

21 From the land of cuckoo clocks comes a novel suggestion from UEFA's Gerhard 
Alaner: All Confederation Cup participants should sélect squads made up of home- 
based players, As one wag counter-suggested, it would be a surefire way to clear the 


Frieston Cup of Kiwis! 








25 - Carlton announces the appointment of sports psychologist Mark Spargo. 
Mark has extensive experience.in dealing with athletes, and will work with the 
Carlton players a8 a group and oh a one-on-one basis. 

29 - The touring Chinese Olympic team defeat an understrength Marconi 2-0 
at Marconi Stadium. 

30 - Paul Géllard is batk again with.... 

In the Premiership, Stan Lazaridis made his first comeback after injury by 
playing in West Ham's 2-1 win over Tottenham. However, reports tell me that 
he was ‘laggihg' towards the end of the game. Mark Schwarzer played in 
Middlesbrough's 1-1 draw at Arsenal on Sunday, and Harty Kewell scored 
again for Leeds as they lost 3-2 late on at Man Utd. Mark Bosnich, still out 
(trough shoulder injury, has beén asked to begin training and play through 
the pain barrier by Villa boss John Gregory. 

In Division One the Aussie trio of Foster, Moore and Rizzo all played full 
games for Crystal Palace who drew 2-2 at home to Richard Johnson's 
Watford thanks to a dodgy penalty decision by the ref (nice dive Sasa 
Curcic!), Frank Talia kept goal for Swindon as they lost 1-0 at Grimsby Town. 
Andy Petterson's loan spell at Portsmouth, continued with him making 
several errors as Pompey lost 2-0. John Aloisi did not play due to injury. 

In Division Two, Mark Robertson was subbed after 88mins in Burnley's 1-0 
home win over Blackpool. Meanwhile, at Millwall, Titn Cahill played a full 
game and Lucas Neill came on at half time in their 0-0 draw at Colchester. 
Danny Tiatto cante on at half time in Man City's 1-1 draw at Luton Town. In- 
form David Oldfield played a full game for Stoke as they beat Wycombe 1-0. 

In non-league, Jon Brady made an appearance for Rushden & Diamonds as 
a sub and squandered their best chance as they went down 1-0 In the battle 

| of the promotion contenders, by 1-0. Diamonds slip to fourth now and have a 

| hard job to bypass Cheltenham to get to the football league next season. 
Just goes to show money can't by you success! Scott Guyett played in 
Southport's 1-1 draw at Farnborough Town and hé has been named in an FA 
X/ to také on the Unibond Prémier League. In the Ryman Premier Division, 
Basingstoke Town had a goalkeeper named Matassa playing. Perth Glory's 
Vince? 


DEGEMBER 
2 - Charlton Athletic makes a 900,000 pound bid for John Aloisi, who has 
scored 14 goals in 19 league matches for Portsmouth this season, 


Did he REALLY say that? 
| "This deal is not about money, but about giving the club 

| credibility..." 

| - Lou Sti¢ca (Carlton Genetal Manager) on the proposed transfer of Vince 
| ‘The Prince’ Grella to Serie A strugglers (and referee approachers) Empoll. 














| "You have to be a bit stupid to be involved in football. None of 

| them make money but you have the opportunity if you can 
incorporate the whole thing." 

lan Brusasco (Chairman, Brisbane Strikers), Brisbane Courier-Mail, Nov 

16, responsding to the questlon of external investment in NSL clubs. 
















.. . , , Sitter -Issue 31 now available. | 
Those who have read Sitter! fully understand why it is an international award 
winning fanzine. Right at the front of the action both on and off the pitch, Sitter! Is 
ESSENTIAL reading for anyone remotely interested in soccer in the Oceania 
ragion. And should we mention that a certain Ericsson Cup club captain is a 
regular contributdr? 
Interested parties (and there should be plenty of them) should sénd a $3 Aussie 
note to Sitter! - 11 Thames St, Hamilton, New Zealand. 


filelbourne Sports Books 
9 Elizabeth Street Melbourne (upstairs 
Phone (03) 96211211 


Come on in and check out our huge range of Soccer and all other sports 
publigations and check out these X-mas spedials, 

Rothmahs Fodtball Yearbook 98/99,...$60.00, News of the World Football Annual 
.$20,00 , David Beckham: My Story. 

$25.00, Tony Adams: Adtlicted.. 

$60.00, Kevin Keegan: My Blograp! 

Diego Marddoha: Hand of Gotl (h/back) $40.00, George Best: A Porttalt of a Legent 
...50.00, A Soccer Century: A hittoty of WA So 








LADIES DAY 


Carlton Soccer Club is runnirig a Ladies Day for their home game against 
Sydney Olympic oh 
27/12/98 at Olympic Park 
Entry is FREE to all ladies (men in drag can try at their own peril) 
Kickoff is at 6.00 pm. Hope to see you all there!!! 


The Farr Post - Issue 25, November 1998 Out Now!! 
Ah, Queensland. Idiots one day, morons the next... 

Yep, soocer politics Queensldnd-style is no different to rest of the statés, it's just 
that the weather is better. Oh, and they've got a team that won the national 
championship a year or so ago. 

So, i you need to know the state of play up there, there's no going past the 

informative ravings of Tony Moran and co in the latest Farr Out edition. 
You may learn more about Farr north politics than you'll ever need to Know!! 
Just send $2:00 to Tony at: 
Sportsprint, P O Box 478, Bulimba, Qid 4171 

















Look Out For.... 


Ericsson Cup Highlights... 





Round 12 

Sun Dec 27 Adelaide City v Adelaide Sharks 7pm. 
Sun Dec 27 Brisbane v South Melbourne 7pm 
Round 13 

Sun Jan 3 South Melbourne v Sydney Utd 6pm 
Sun Jan 3 Perth Glory v Carlton Spin 

Round t4 

Sun Jan 10 Wollongong v Sydney Olympic 6:30pm 
Sun Jan 10 Adelaide City ¥ Marconi 7pm 

Round 15 

fri Jan 15 Northern Spirit v Marconi 7:30pm 

Sun Jan 17 Carlton v Melbourne Knights 6pm 
Round 16 

Sun Jan 24 Sydney Olympic v Northern Spirit 6pm. 
Sun Jan 24 Perth Glory v Adelaide City Spm 


“NOTE: All kick-off dates and times are subject to change at extremely short 
notice , so it might be an idea to ring the clubs and make sure you're not going 
to be the only silly bastard standing at the turnstiles. 


International Womens Football! 

Jan 6 Australia Cup (Womens): Italy v Canada 7pm Marconi Stadium 
Jan 8 -" - Australia v Italy 6pm Marconi Stadium 

Jan 10 -" - Australia v Canada 7:30pm Bruce Stadium, Canberra 

Jan 12 -" - Cup Final 7pm Bruce Stadium, Canberra 


At the moment, all I can tell you about the FIFA World X1 vs Socceroos ts that it's 
set down for June 12, 1998 at the new Olympic Stadium, for the opening of the 
vadium 


SUBSCRIBE NOU) 

Ah, summer!!! Lazy days by the pool, Warr trips to the game, 
sipping warm,overpriced beer on the terraces Matchday 
programmes without substance, 

Low scoring games. Beat the boredom this season and stay 
informed with a brand new subscription to "Siyds Up", The fans 
voice in Oz Football 


Send your cheque/ money order to 


Studs Up, P O Box 53, Oakleigh Sth, 3167 
Only $A18.00for 6 issues of12 /sgues for $AI2.00 


Subscribe now before we draw a complete Blanka!!! 





VALE JIMMY MACKAY 
19/12/43- 11/12/1998 


Born in Scotland in 1943, Mackays first taste of first division football 
came with ten appearances with Scottish side Airdrie. Embarking on a 
two year working holiday in 1965 he came to Australia and was quickly 
snapped by Melbourne Croatia. Instead of returning to Scotland Mackay 
married, decided to carve out a career in Australian soccer. 


Mackay made his Australian debut on the 1970 Asian Tour against the 
Kowloon Bus Company club side and in total made 52 appearances 
scoring 5 goals. His club career from 1965 to 1972 was with Melbourne 
Croatia but for two seasons in 1973 and 74 he played for Hakoah- 
Eastern Suburbs in Sydney. He returned to Melbourne and signed with 
South Melbourne in 1976 till his retirement in April 1977. In 1979 he 
made a brief comeback with a side in the north of Victoria. 


A gentleman both on and ofi the field it was Mackays enormous work- 
tate in partnership with Jimmy Rooney that was a trademark of the 1974 
Socceroos. Whether in attack or defence Mackay was creative and 
often brilliant with his ability to read a game and be in the right place at 
the right time. But it was his famous goal against the South Korean side 
that won him the most bouquets. The goal was a 30 yard screamer 
which catapulted Australia into its first and only World Cup Finals. After 
two draws in Sydney and Seoul the match in neutral Hong Kong was to 
be the decider and it was Mackay who literally made the game his own. 
Former Socceroo defender Doug Utjesenovic describes the moment 
“That was one of the freakiest goals. You could try a million times to 
score the exact goal (and never do it), There was a free kick, the ball 
was knocked back and he ran onto the ball. It was a real thunderbolt." 


In November 1997 the 1974 Socceroos were rewarded with a lap 
around the M.C.G. prior to the World Cup Qualifier between Australia 
and Iran. In front of 85,000 people a grateful public were finally able to 
pay their respects to a side that had put Australia on the soccer map. It 
was a fitting reward for a man who had given his all for the green and 
gold shirt and with one strike had taken his team to immortal status in 
Australian soccer history. 


Vale Jimmy Mackay. 


With thanks to Laurie Schwab and John Punshon 





